Skin dose with cones and diaphragms in 137Cs teletherapy - a study using lithium borate thermoluminescent dosimeters.
Beam definition in 137Cs teletherapy is done either by use of cones for specified SSDs or by means of adjustable diaphragms. Using lithium borate thermoluminescent dosimeters, the skin dose was studied for conditions of the bare cone without any electron filter, the cone with an affixed perspex cup for cutting off the electrons, the cone with an affixed copper plate filter at its face. It was observed that of the above three arrangements, the case employing the copper filter gave the minimum skin dose. Similar skin dose measurements made for a diaphragm type collimator are discussed in comparison with the values for cones.